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Computers. You brush up against them eveiyday. 

At work.. .at your bank.. .at the grocery store. You know they’] 
a part of the future and that they’re changing our world. 
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And that is why TIME LIFE BOOKS 
is pleased to announce. . . 



...an exciting, easy-to-follow new series with the answers 
to all your questions about how computers work, what they can do 

and what they can do for you. 


Dear Reader, 

For many of us, the world of computers is fascinating -- but stilT 
pretty mysterious and confusing. A world seemingly populated only by 
computer 'Experts" and surrounded by an impregnable curtain of jargon 
like bits, bytes, ASCII, CP/M, RAM, ROM, and on and on. 

If this describes you -- if you* re intrigued by the 
world of computers and are convinced they* re the way 
of the future... if you*ve the desire to see inside 
that mysterious, powerful "black box" to find out more 
about how it works, what it does and can do for you 
...but you*re put off by all the confusion... 

...then mail the enclosed Order Card today so you can 
examine the first volume of UNDERSTANDING COMPUTERS... 

Computer Basics 

in your home for 10 full days FREE! 

The moment Computer Basics arrives at your home, you 1 11 immediately 
begin seeing -- and understanding -- the world of computers as you never 
have before. Because UNDERSTANDING COMPUTERS does what no other computer 
book or magazine has ever done. 

It tells you simply and concisely -- and without jargon -- what 
computers really are, how to think about them, how to live with them, 
how they can help you, how they are used effectively. In short, it 
makes computers comprehensible. 


(over, please) 



2 


For the first time ever, the mysterious, complex world 

of computers is revealed in plain, simple, 

easy-to-understand language. 

TIME-LIFE BOOKS has earned a reputation for making complex subjects 
easy to understand. This proven technique of clear, easy-to-follow 
explanations lays out, as never before, exactly how computers work. 

From the languages they use to the electronic circuitry that powers 
them, to the jobs they can do. 

And you won't just read about how computers work. You 1 11 see 
it with your own eyes. Brilliant, colorful picture essays 
explore every aspect of the computer world. Bold, clear-at- 
a-glance drawings make even the most complex aspect of computers 
easy to understand and appreciate. It's everything you'd 
expect from TIME-LIFE BOOKS! 

You begin at the beginning... 

...with an eye-opening overview of how, quietly and without 
noticing, computers have come to touch nearly every aspect of our 
lives. From starting your furnace to brewing your coffee to 
checking out your groceries. 

From there, you'll proceed to a fascinating voyage down deep 
inside the computer, "under the hood" to let you see, close up, how 
they work. 

** You'll discover how, at their most basic levels, 
computers are really little more than a maze of 
switches that reduce even the most complex 
information to simple patterns of "on" and "off." 

** You'll encounter, close up, the very heart of the 
computer: a microprocessor with thousands of 

electronic components sitting on a tiny chip of 
silicon. You' 11 marvel at how this man-made chip 
looks startling like the streets and buildings of 
a city viewed from an airplane. 

** You'll grasp, vividly, clearly, how the computer 
processes information -- reading, analyzing and 
sending it out. 

* You'll learn how simple computer language really is 
-- and why that simplicity is the secret of how 
computers can be taught to do everything from 
composing music to assembling cars, from typing 
letters to monitoring the flow of water over a dam. 

As you proceed through page after fascinating page, you'll find 
the answers to so many questions you've had about computers. 
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Then, volume by volume, UNDERSTANDING COMPUTERS will lead you deep- 
er and deeper into the captivating world of computers. Step by step your 
understanding will grow. And as the mysteries and myths of how computers 
work and what they do are swept away, you'll gain new confidence about 
encountering these machines, working with them, using them. 

For instance... 

Software -- the "brains" of the computer. Probe the nature of 
the instructions that make a computer such a versatile 
tool and explore the world of programs that can turn a 
computer into a word processor, a spreadsheet, a data 
base, game board, air traffic controller, machinist 
and so much more. Original drawings and diagrams 
illustrate fascinating applications. 

Computer Images dazzles you with the amazing virtuosity of the 

computer-as-artist . It reveals the secrets of how computers 
are used to create everything from photo-realistic land- 
scapes to pulse-pounding flight simulations to brilliant 
fantasy worlds for the silver screen. 

Computer Security takes you behind the scenes of the cloak-and- 
dagger world of passwords, secret systems and "unbreakable" 
codes. Protecting computers and the data in them is of 
great concern to individuals, corporations and even national 
security. And this engrossing volume of UNDERSTANDING 
COMPUTERS shows you how it's done. 

The Knowledge Quest reveals how computers are being used as 
innovative instruments of research for scientists and 
other professionals who wish to decipher languages, 
explore unseen corners of the universe or create 
molecular models for drug research. 

Artificial Intelligence probes the fascinating and frustrating 

work being done by scientists attempting to create machines 
that think the same way humans do. And the intriguing role 
the complex and often conflicting definitions of human 
intelligence play in this riveting (and sometimes unsettling) 
race into the future. 

Every volume will take you far beyond personal computers, into the 
world of those giant mainframes in business and government that issue 
your paychecks and process your tax returns. 

You'll learn about PETT scans and CAT scans that help keep people 
in good health. You'll step inside an amazing flight simulator that 
trains novice pilots before they buckle into a real cockpit. 

Computer Languages . . . Memory and Storage . . . Robotics . . . Space . . . 
UNDERSTANDING COMPUTERS covers it all. 
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And as you proceed through volume after fascinating volume, you'll 
find the answers to so many questions you've had about computers. 

There are, of course, other books on computers. And dozens 
of computer magazines, too. But none can compare with 
UNDERSTANDING COMPUTERS. Because TIME-LIFE BOOKS starts 
you off with the basics... and builds from there. Step by 
fascinating step you get the complete picture so you can 
see how computers fit into your future. See for yourself... 


Examine your introductory volume FREE for 10 days! 


Send today for your introductory volume -- there's no cost or obli- 
gation. Just browse through Computer Basics for a full 10 days as our 
guest. Enjoy its remarkable photographs and illustrations. Share its ideas 
with your family. If, at the end of 10 days, you don't feel you've begun 
understanding computers better, return it and you'll owe nothing. 

If you decide to keep the book, you'll become a subscriber to 
UNDERSTANDING COMPUTERS and be billed only $14.99 plus shipping and 
handling for Computer Basics . (Prices are subject to change.) Once 
you've had a chance to see for yourself the extraordinary quality of 
this volume, I'm sure you'll agree the price represents a great value 
-- especially when you consider that most computer books sold today 
cost considerably more and aren't even illustrated. 

You will then have the opportunity to expand your knowledge of 
computers, one volume at a time. We'll send you future volumes, one 
approximately every other month. Each comes on the same 10-day. f.ree- 
examination basis. And you can cancel simply by notifying us. 


Don't be left behind by the computer revolution... 


Just detach the enclosed postage-paid Order Card and drop it in the 
mail. Begin UNDERSTANDING COMPUTERS by sending for Computer Basics today. 


Sincerely, 



L/CPT287 


President 


FREE! CALCULATOR-ALARM WATCH! 


You’ll receive a handsome calculator-alarm watch absolutely FREE when you purchase your first volume, 
Computer Basics. This 9-function timepiece/calculator represents the state-of-the-art in miniature chip 
technology. See the photograph of this practical watch on the enclosed Order Card. 


Mail the enclosed card today! 


BOOKS 



Look at all 
these features! 
Shown larger 
than actual size. 


As shown or 
comparable item. 


YOURS FREE! 

Calculator- Alarm 
Watch! 

This unusual timepiece tells you the time — to the 
second— the year, month and day of the week. And it 
keeps you on time with a beeping alarm. Also features 
an 8-digit, floating decimal calculator. Comes complete 
with batteries and warranty. 

An example of state-of-the-art microchip miniaturiza- 
tion, its yours FREE when you purchase Computer 
Basics, the introductory volume of Understanding 
Computers. 


Discover the incredible world of computers with 



ORDER CARD 

} n j ' ' p | ease send me Computer Basics as my introduction to Understanding Computers for a FREE 
letter^ mSpec * xa ’ ^ send me future volumes under the terms described in the accompanying 
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Please initial here: 


Send no money now! Just detach and mail this postage-paid card today! 



Here’s why you should subscribe to 

UNDERSTANDING 

COMPUTERS 

• It makes the world of computers exciting and easy-to-understand. 

• 10-day FREE examination of each volume — with no obligation to buy. 

• No minimum number of books to buy. You keep only the ones you want 

• You may cancel at any time simply by letting us know. 

• Books conveniently delivered to your home by mail. 

• FREE gift. 

Mail this postage-paid card today! 
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